
Notes from  
the Arborist…

Japanese Beetle  
(Popillia japonica)

Affected species:  
Roses, Birches,  
Purple Plums,  
Cherry, and  
Dogwoods  
are favorites  
(any plant with  
a succulent leaf  
is a potential target) 

Symptoms/Damage:  
The adult beetle is a  
voracious feeder causing  
skeletonization of leaves,  
while the grub stage can destroy large areas of turf.

Treatment: Control is best achieved in the larval 
stage by treating turf with lawn care products. 
Adults can also be suppressed with repeated  
spray treatments. Pheromone traps are not recom-
mended—they attract more beetles than they kill.

Timing of Treatment:  late June – September
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